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We continue to consider descriptions Jesus said of Himself.
Today, the healing of the man born blind sets the stage for another
revelation: | am the Good Shepherd

e Jesusis the of Israel!

Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly | tell you, | am the gate for
the sheep. 8All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the
sheep have not listened to them. °| am the gate; whoever enters through
me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. ° The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full. John 10:7-10

Jews understood David, as Israel’s Shepherd:

“He chose David his servant and took him from the sheep pens;

1 from tending the sheep he brought him to be the shepherd of his people
Jacob, of Israel his inheritance. 72And David shepherded them with integrity
of heart; with skillful hands he led them.” Psalm 78:70-72

Jews also understood God, the Lord as Israel’s Shepherd:

The LORD is my shepherd, | lack nothing.

He makes me lie down in green pastures,

he leads me beside quiet waters,

he refreshes my soul.

he guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake.

Even though | walk through the darkest valley,

| will fear no evil, for you are with me;

your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. Psalm 23

Jews also understood another Shepherd, a new David was coming:
“Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says to them: See, |
myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. ! Because you
shove with flank and shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with your
horns until you have driven them away, 21 will save my flock, and they will
no longer be plundered. | will judge between one sheep and another. 2| will
place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he
will tend them and be their shepherd. 2*1 the LorD will be their God, and my
servant David will be prince among them. | the LORD have spoken.” Ezekiel
34:20-24

e Following the Good Shepherd brings a transformative

“l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep. 2 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the
sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs
away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.

141 am the good shepherd; | know my sheep and my sheep know
me— *just as the Father knows me and | know the Father—and | lay down
my life for the sheep.” John 10:11-15

e Following the Good Shepherd will expose us to the
Shepherd’s

“I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. | must bring

them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and
one shepherd.” John 10:16
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