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“The LORD is my shepherd, | lack nothing.

He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters,
He refreshes my soul.

He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake.

Even though | walk through the darkest valley,

| will fear no evil, for you are with me;

your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.

You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,
And | will dwell in the house of the LoRD forever.” Psalm 23

This month we will examine 4 areas where our Faith/Trust in
God is regularly tested: Today: Conflict

Conflict is a regular visitor at work, in our families and in the
public square. Conflict is common in Congregations.
It's this variety of Conflict that we will focus our attention upon:
Conflicts’ origin, its constant temptation and its biggest challenge.

1. To Choose Faith Over Fear | Must Be Sure of the Origin

of My .
“Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and
to mutual edification. 2° Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of
food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a person to eat anything that
causes someone else to stumble. 2 It is better not to eat meat or drink wine
or to do anything else that will cause your brother or sister to fall.

250 whatever you believe about these things keep between
yourself and God. Blessed is the one who does not condemn himself by
what he approves. 2 But whoever has doubts is condemned if they eat,
because their eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come
from faith is sin.” Romans 14:19-23

“What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from
your desires that battle within you? 2You desire but do not have, so you
kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight.
You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not
receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you
get on your pleasures.” James 4:1-3

2. To Choose Faith Over Fear | Must Decide if an Issue is

“So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself
and God. Blessed is the one who does not condemn himself by what he
approves. But whoever has doubts is condemned if they eat, because their
eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is
sin.” Romans 14:22-23

3. Choosing Faith Over Fear May Mean Choosing

“Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak
or teach at all in the name of Jesus. ¥ But Peter and John replied, ‘Which is
right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the judges! 2° As for
us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”

Acts 4:18-20

“Peter and the other apostles replied: ‘We must obey God rather
than human beings! 3°The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the
dead—whom you killed by hanging him on a cross. 3! God exalted him to his
own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring Israel to repentance
and forgive their sins. 3 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”” Acts 5:29-32

All Scriptures are from the New International Version Bible unless otherwise
mentioned. You may make comments or ask Bro. Tony questions about this
message by email at: brotony@itawambachristianchurch.org



