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Last week, we began to sharpen the contrast between Christ-followers and the World. The impact of following Jesus
were communities that stood out and were noticed and envied by many:

“For the Christians are distinguished from other men neither by country, nor language, nor the customs which they
observe. For they neither inhabit cities of their own, nor employ a peculiar form of speech, nor lead a life which is marked out by any
singularity. The course of conduct which they follow has not been devised by any speculation or deliberation of inquisitive men; nor
do they, like some, proclaim themselves the advocates of any merely human doctrines. But, inhabiting Greek as well as barbarian
cities, according as the lot of each of them has determined and following the customs of the natives in respect to clothing, food, and
the rest of their ordinary conduct, they display to us their wonderful and confessedly striking method of life.

They dwell in their own countries, but simply as sojourners. As citizens, they share in all things with others and yet endure
all things as if foreigners. Every foreign land is to them as their native country, and every land of their birth as a land of strangers.
They marry, as do all others; they beget children; but they do not destroy their offspring. They have a common table, but not a
common bed. They are in the flesh, but they do not live after the flesh. They pass their days on earth, but they are citizens of
heaven. They obey the prescribed laws, and at the same time surpass the laws by their lives. They love all men and are persecuted
by all. They are unknown and condemned; they are put to death and restored to life. They are poor yet make many rich; they are in
lack of all things and yet abound in all; they are dishonored and yet in their very dishonor are glorified. They are evil spoken of and
yet are justified; they are reviled and bless; they are insulted and repay the insult with honor; they do good yet are punished as
evildoers. When punished, they rejoice as if quickened into life; they are assailed by the Jews as foreigners and are persecuted by
the Greeks; yet those who hate them are unable to assign any reason for their hatred. To sum it all up in one word -- what the soul is
to the body, that are Christians in the world.” The Epistle to Diognetes, c. AD 130

God Created Sexuality & clearly explains its
“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,” > and said, ‘For this reason a

man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? ¢ So they are no longer two, but
one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” Matthew 19:4-6

“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a
profound mystery—but | am talking about Christ and the church. 3> However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves
himself, and the wife must respect her husband. Eph 5:31-33

As a Christ-Follower, My Body is !

“Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually
immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men °nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. ** And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

124] have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do anything” —but | will
not be mastered by anything. *You say, “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food, and God will destroy them both.” The
body, however, is not meant for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. * By his power God raised the Lord
from the dead, and he will raise us also. > Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall | then take the
members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! ® Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one
with her in body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.” 17 But whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit.

18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against
their own body. '° Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from
God? You are not your own; 2°you were bought at a price. Therefore, honor God with your bodies. 1 Corinthians 6:9-20

The Church faces the dilemma of following .
“But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods

your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my
household, we will serve the LorD.” Joshua 24:15

Bottomline:
1. We are talking about Christ-followers/Church and NOT those outside the Church!!!
2. The Word is clear, it’'s modeling for us is clear, but we have a mess today!
All Scriptures are from the New International Version Bible. Send comments or questions: brotony@itawambachristianchurch.org



